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President’s Message 
Sandra Edwards 
 

I hope you’ve enjoyed your season at UTC! As fall has 
arrived, some of you may be thinking about playing 
indoors – and some of you end up putting your racquets 
away until next spring.  Hopefully you’ve had a chance 
to take advantage of our outdoor fall season which sadly 
will come to an end with the taking down of the nets on 
Oct 18th.  

We have had a busy year. I want to sincerely thank the 
whole executive team this year for their time, energy, 
enthusiasm and expertise in making great things happen 
at UTC! Our club certainly wouldn’t function without 
the dedication of volunteers. I would also like to thank 
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the many additional volunteers at UTC – the teams, 
round robins, social events, junior events, and ladders 
could not run without you. Thank you to members of the 
advisory group for expert council, dedication and 
patience. Thank you again to our wonderful club pros: 
Mark Fainblum and Sally Coles who supported your 
tennis efforts throughout the season! And thank you to 
Zac, our clubhouse manager and team of monitors this 
year for keeping things on track. 

Once again – we put out a PLEA for VOLUNTEERS – it 
seems that fewer people are ending up spending more 
and more time – and we desperately need more 
volunteers to step up the plate and assist in the programs 
you enjoy most. Please contact me or any of the 
executive team, if you can help out with our competitive, 
social or junior programs or would like to offer 
something new. You can reach me at 
president@unionvilletennisclub.com. All contact 
information for the executive team is listed on our 
website. You’ll also notice there are some openings on 
our executive team, so please don’t be shy, just speak up.  

As I reflect on our initial plans for the 2008 season, I am 
proud to highlight some of our accomplishments: 

Court 1 & 2 being resurfaced in early October 
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UPCOMING  EVENTS 

NETS DOWN DAY 
DATE:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH  
TIME:  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING &  YEAR END BASH 
DATE:  SATURDAY , NOVEMBER 15TH 
WHERE:  MAYFAIR PARKWAY  
TIME:  5:30 PM 
 
 

�

 
�  Reviewed proposal submitted for a Winter Bubble at 

UTC: this involved forming an Advisory Group to 
investigate and assess proposal, conducting an online 
membership survey and convening a Special General 
Meeting held September 9th.  Read more about this 
initiative on page 3. 

�  Courts: more rain this year presented new challenges 
for David as we had to figure out how to properly 
drain the clay courts - a challenge we had not faced 
before.  Court repairs are presently being done to 
rebuild courts 8 and 9 and resurface courts 1 and 2, 
hopefully to be completed this fall. 

�  Competitive teams: we were extremely pleased to see 
that our Ladies A, and both Ladies B teams placed 
first, as well as our Mixed Majors, Mixed B teams 
and one Mixed C team! In addition, 6 teams earned 
the opportunity of playing at the Rexall Centre on 
September 6th as part of the Miele League Challenge. 
Read more in the Competitive Update on page 6. 

�  Wed Round Robin: despite a few glitches, the online 
booking system continued to work well for this 
program’s 3 time slots and remains a popular 
program. 

�  Challenge Court: a new program introduced in 
August on weekends 

�  Website additions: newly revised Court schedules for 
spring and summer  

�  Communications: 4 Online newsletters PLUS regular 
email communications to membership, and increased 
subscriber base to 732 subscribers. 

�  Membership: membership high of 1,325 this year   

�  Social: 7 social events including adults and juniors 

�  Tournaments: 4 OTA tournaments involving juniors 
and adults plus UTC’s Wimbledon singles, Clay 
Court Mixed Doubles Challenge and Year-End 
Tournaments 

�  Ladders: great participation on the Ladies and Men’s 
ladders this year. 

We are working on the executive team for next season – 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 �
 

Interested in becoming a MONITOR next Season?  If 
you are interested in a part-time job next 
spring/summer/fall – get yourself prepared NOW – by 
getting certified in FIRST AID.  You can take a standard 
or emergency first aid course through the Town of 
Markham during the winter (look in the Aquatic section 
of the Markham Recreation Guide).  Note that this will 
be an employment requirement for all UTC monitors 
next season. 
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please give it some thought as to how you can get 
involved in this great community club.  I would 
encourage you to attend our Annual General Meeting on 
Saturday, November 15th at the Mayfair Parkway and 
stay afterwards to enjoy yourself at our Year-End Bash. 

Thanks for the great season! 

 

Sandra Edwards 
President 
president@unionvilletennisclub.com 
 

MEMBER UPDATE 
Unionville Winter Tennis Club 
Proposal 

In our last newsletter, we outlined the steps that would be 
followed to determine whether UTC members were in 
favour of a proposal to operate a winter tennis club at 
UTC.  Those steps are now complete with the following 
results: 

1. An online membership survey indicated 91% of 
survey respondants approved in principle the 
idea of a winter tennis club at UTC. 

2. A Special Members Meeting was convened on 
September 9th and members voted 81% in 
favour of the following motion:  “The members 
of UTC support in principle the proposal put 

forward by the UWTC and authorize the UTC 
Executive to advise the Town of this support 
and to enter into negotiations with the Town 
and the UWTC that will protect the interests of 
UTC.” 

3. On September 15th, Sandra Edwards, on behalf 
of the UTC Executive and members, provided 
the Town of Markham with a letter advising 
them of UTC’s support for the UWTC proposal  
and asking the town to proceed with their 
process of evaluating the UWTC proposal.  That 
letter also informed the Town of Markham of 
the list of open issues that UTC would need to 
have resolved by UWTC before UTC could 
provide full support for the project to begin. 

At time of publication, the ball is in the Town of 
Markham’s court to determine whether or not they will 
grant approval for the project to proceed. 

Online Member Survey Results 
 

1.

Response Response
Percent Count

Yes 56.9% 164

No 43.8% 126

Answered Question 288

Skipped Question 0

Do you currently play indoor winter tennis?

Response Response
Percent Count

Mayfair 25.5% 42

L'Amoreaux 32.1% 53

Blackmore 35.8% 59

17.0% 28

Answered Question 165

Skipped Question 123

Other

2.    If yes, where do you currently play?  

3.

Response Response
Percent Count

Yes 69.3% 199

No 10.5% 30

20.2% 58

Answered Question 287

Skipped Question 1

Would you be interested in joining the UWTC?

Maybe
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4.

Response Response
Percent Count

Yes 91.0% 262

No 9.4% 27

Comments 87

Answered Question 288

Skipped Question 0

Do you support in principle the idea of having a winter bubble over the tennis courts at UTC?
Note that final approval will be subject to acceptance by two thirds of the members attending
a Special Meeting which the Executive will call if 60% of resp ondents to this survey answer
yes to this question.

 

Nets Down Day  
 

 

Help is needed to take down the nets on Saturday, 
October 18th beginning at 10:00am.  This is a great way 
for students to earn volunteer hours towards their 
required 40 hours of community involvement. 

Courts Update 
By the time you read this newsletter, courts 1 and 2 
should be newly resurfaced and ready to play.  Courts 8 
& 9 are going through a more extensive reconstruction in 
an effort to extend their life.  The weather will determine 
whether or not they can be completed this fall or will 
have to wait until the spring for final painting. 

 

 

  Courts 8 & 9 undergoing major reconstruction – Oct 7      

Communications News 
UTC Website 

In the 12 month period ending September 30, 2008, our 
website traffic grew 14% to a total of 66,157 hits and our 
email subscriber base also grew 28% to 732 subscribers. 
The most popular pages this year were (with last year’s 
rank in parentheses): 

1. CONTACT US (3) 

2. MEMBERSHIP (4) 

3. NEWSLETTERS (2) 

4. EVENTS & PROGRAMS (1) 

5. COURT SCHEDULES (5) 

Social News 
Year-End Bash, Volunteer 
Appreciation & Annual General 
Meeting 

Don’t forget to mark Saturday, November 15th on your 
calendar for our annual Year-End Bash.  Following on 
the success of the past three years, it will again be held at 
Mayfair Parkway and will consist of our awards 
presentation, dinner, and round robin tennis!   

The evening begins at 5:30 pm with our Annual General 
Meeting to which everyone is welcome and encouraged 
to attend.  Be sure to arrive early to register for the 
Round Robin.  Please see page 11 for complete details on 
the event, including how to reserve your spot. 

UTC Special Awards 

Along with the awards presentation to our Champions 
and Finalists in the Year End Tournament events, the 
following three very special awards will be presented at 
our Year End Bash: 

 
Kevin Cheung Juniors Award 
 

This award honours the 
dedication of Kevin 
Cheung, a past UTC 
Juniors Development 
Director who was a 
passionate volunteer and 
committed to all aspects 
of the junior program.   
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First presented in 2004, the Kevin Cheung Juniors award 
is awarded to a junior member who displays 
sportsmanship, leadership and a positive attitude. Past 
recipients were: Dani Saad, Prab and Gur Chandhoke, 
Moe Otsubo and Hunter Hudson.   

 
Heart Trophy  
 

 

The Heart Trophy is awarded 
each year to the UTC team 
player who best exemplifies 
"heart". Sportsmanship, 
camaraderie, dedication, team 
spirit, and pure enjoyment of 
the game are all qualities that 
are deemed to demonstrate 
heart. 

 

The Trophy was donated by Mike Schwertner in memory 
of his daughter, Nicole, who was an active and popular 
UTC member and club monitor. Nicole was a great 
competitor who never failed to demonstrate true 
sportsmanship, determination and team spirit in all of her 
many sporting activities. An excellent athlete in multiple 
sports, she was many times Club Champion and Finalist 
in singles, womens doubles and mixed doubles.  Nicole 
is fondly remembered as an ever gracious and humble 
winner. 

First awarded in 1997, recent past winners have included 
Cameron Lore, Aditi Krishnan , and Maureen 
MacDonald.  

 
Carol Wong Volunteer Award 
 

 

Marie Chen, left, 
accepting the 2006 
award from Social 
Director, Heidi 
Strassguertl, middle, 
and Carol Wong, right. 

 
 

Carol was a UTC member from the late 1970s, President 
of UTC in the years 1986-1988 and was Club Manager 
in the years 1989-1990. Carol's tenure was marked by 

tremendous growth in the membership of the club, 
expansion of its facilities and introduction of a wide 
array of programs appealing to members of all calibres 
and interests. 

Perhaps even more memorable was Carol's cheery and 
entertaining personality which, along with her arm-
twisting, resulted in an extremely strong and active bevy 
of volunteers. This volunteer tradition at UTC has been 
critical to the ongoing vibrancy of the Club. So it is only 
fitting that the Volunteer Appreciation Award is named 
in honour of such a significant contributor. 

First awarded in 1990, recent past recipients have 
included:  Yvonne Lue & Julie Stark, Marie Chen, and 
Harry Eaglesham. 

Wednesday Round Robin 

Many thanks to all of the volunteers who helped make 
the Wednesday Round Robin one of our most popular 
and valued programs. 

With the second year of the online booking system under 
our belts, we look forward to a glitch-free 2009 season. 

 
Angel Vera 
Round Robin Administrator 

Ladies Singles Ladder 

Despite the weather, 2008 was a great summer for ladies 
ladder play! The season started with 22 players but due 
to a few injuries and busy schedules, 18 ladies finished 
up in August.   

Congratulations to the three winners : 

1st Place - Nancy Lin (48 points) 

2nd Place - Joyce Lue (38 points)  

3rd Place - Kathy Rintoul  (36 points)  

Think about joining the ladder next year!  It's a great way 
to challenge yourself and meet new players.  We hope to 
continue to see an increase in ladies participating next 
summer. 

Kathy Moran 
Ladies Ladder Coordinator 
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Mens Singles Ladder Ladder 

A great season with good competition.  We had a record 
59 members sign up this year. Congratulations to Top 3 
winners: 

1st Place - Anthony Cardelli  (72 points)  

2nd Place - Will Sherman (61 points) 

3rd Place - Andrew Li  (57 points) 

Raj Seth 
Mens Ladder Coordinator 

Junior News 
Junior Inter-County League Update 

We had over 22 Junior members playing in three Junior 
Inter-County League teams – 2 Boys and 1 Girls team. 
The Girls team finished a close third and the Boys teams 
also finished a strong third in one of the divisions.  Many 
thanks to the parent volunteers for arranging 
transportation and snacks during the home matches. 
Once again the team Captains did a great job – Kelly 
Wang, Kirby Mendes and Dani Saad.  

Junior Tournaments 

We hosted one Junior OTA tournament as well as the 
third tournament in the OTA-sponsored SOUTHPAW 
Junior Series held July 12-13, 2008 at our Club. A 
fantastic array of talent appeared over those two days and 
the winners for the U/10 and U/14 age groups were 
Jason Ho Shue and Abhijit Yogaratnam , both UTC 
members. In addition many of our Junior members 
participated in several other OTA tournaments. 

 

 

 

Junior Round Robins and Ladder 

As always, the Round Robins and Ladder were very 
popular with our Junior members. We held two Round 
Robins and had an excellent turnout in both the events. 
The Junior Ladder ran between May-August and we had 
a great turnout - over 20 Junior members each month in 
spring and early summer, thanks to the encouragement 
from our Junior Ladder Coordinator - Priya Raj.  A 
special thanks to the many Parent volunteers, Priya Raj 
and our Club Pro Sally Coles for making the events 
special.  

Junior Year End Championships  

As of time of writing, only the U12 competition has been 
decided with the following results: 

U12 Champion:  Louis Reyes       Finalist: Anson Fong 

In the U14/U16 division, the Champion will be 
determined by the outcome of the final match between 
Rohan Khosla and Abhijit Yogaratnam . 

Congratulations to all participants! 

Nalin Khosla 
Junior Director 

Competitive News 
Inter-County Team Results  
Ladies League:  

Ladies A Centre (Barb Peters\Florence Giddings) – 1st 
Place with 172 points 

Ladies B Centre (Gisela Andrews\Alison Horne) – 1st 
Place with 161 points 
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Ladies B East (Anna Chan\Lorraine Eaglesham) – 1st 
Place with 148 points 

 

Ladies C East (Felicity Monaco) – 2nd Place with 120 
points. 

 
Mixed League:   

Mixed Majors  (Amy Wong) – 2nd Place with 66 points. 

Mixed A East (Clayton Madokoro) – 4th Place with 41 
points 

Mixed A North  (Deb Inrig\Ron Relyea) – 4th Place 
with 46 points 

Mixed B York  (Roumen Saltchev\Lorraine 
Eaglesham) – 1st place with 56 points. 

Mixed C North (Aubrey Samuels) – 1st Place with 52 
points. 

Mixed C York  (Mark Wakefield \David Spisak) – 3rd 
Place with 42 points 

All Captains, co-captains and players did an 
extraordinary job this season which produced astonishing 
results.  Our club had an unprecedented 6 teams that 
participated at the ICTA Miele League Challenge at the 
Rexall Centre and brought home a few trophies along 
with the bragging rights of being Champions!! 

Miele League Challenge Results 
Ladies C 

Champion - Central                Finalist - Unionville 

 

Ladies A  

Champion – Unionville          Finalist – Parkway Valley 

Ladies B 

Champion - Howard Park           Finalist - Unionville 

Mixed Majors  

Champion - Unionville          Finalist - Credit Valley 

 

Mixed B 

Champion - Unionville             Finalist – Davisville 

 

Thanks to all participants for a wonderful 2008 Tennis 
season.  I hope you all had as much fun as I did.  Have a 
wonderful winter season and I do hope to see you all 
again in 2009 to defend or win those titles yet again. 

Well done, UTC! 

Raj Maraj 
Competitive Director 

 

 



�����������	����
����
 ��������������������������������������������������������������������������Page 8��������������������������������������������������� ��
�����������
�������

Year End Club Championship Results 

Congratulations to all of our 2008 Club champions and 
finalists!  Prizes for all Champions and Finalists will be 
awarded at the Year End Bash.  Hope to see you there.  

Ladies A Singles 

Champion–Kathy Rintoul   Finalist–Heidi Strassguertl 

 

Mens A Singles 

Champion – Andrew Li        Finalist – Alexis Martin 

 

Mens C Singles 

Champion – Simon Yick     Finalist - Matthew Romero 

Ladies A Doubles 

Champions – Regina Doebel & Heidi Strassguertl 

Finalists –  Marie Chen & Maria Budiono 

 

 

 

 

 

Mens A Doubles 

Champions – Kenneth Wong & Andrew Cheung 

Finalists – Clayton Madokoro & Luis Kim 

 

Mens C Doubles 

Champions – Simon Yick & Matt Romero 

Finalists –  Fevi Lai & Ricky Chee 

Mixed Doubles A 

Champions –  Clayton Madokoro & Maria Budiono 

Finalists –  Rajesh Maraj & Natalie Cheung 

 

Mixed Doubles B 

Champions –  Frank Sabado & Nancy Lin 

Finalists -  Ricky Chee & Jessica Chee 

 

 
 

 
 
 
�
�
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Performing While Competing 
By Mark Fainblum 

 
Here are various tips for being able to perform in 
competition, know matter the level.  As I am sure you 
have experienced, all of us have trouble playing up to 
the level we are capable of while competing. Here are 
some basic tips that you could follow when you have 
trouble while playing in a match: 
  
Tactical tips: 
�  play "bread and butter" tennis, for example when 

playing a singles match hit consistently from 
behind the baseline and don't go for too many  
winners 

�  keep at all times a good height over the net, 
when behind the baseline  

�  wait for a ball that lands closer to the service line 
before going on the offensive 

�  don't try shots that you don't usually practice 
unless the score is clearly in your favour or it's 
an emergency situation  

�  be consistent in your breathing patterns  
�  teach your mind to keep it simple, and focus on 

one point at a time  
�  take your time between each and every point 
 
Technical tips: 
�  hit the ball at waist height or slightly above each 

and every time  
�  hit the ball in front of your body   
�  very important, don't swing too early, most of us 

actually start swinging much before the ball 
bounces, this really affects your timing. a simple 
way to fix this is by simply starting to swing as 
the ball bounces  

�  exhale each time, when hitting the ball  
�  you always hear players say, I didn't keep my 

eye on the ball, however most of us really do 
keep our eye on the ball otherwise we wouldn't 
be able to hit it, just make sure that at the 
moment of contact, your head does not move 
because that is when you start to lose control of 
your body and the direction of the ball.  A great 

 player to watch in regards to this is Roger 
Federer 

 
Regards.  

������
 
Winter Goals 
By Sally Coles 
 
It probably is not something we are necessarily 
looking forward to but the reality is that our summer 
tennis is coming to a close.  Now is the time to start 
thinking about your winter activities.  
 
Some of you are already winter tennis enthusiasts and 
the benefits are many.  It is great to make new tennis 
friends as well as keep in contact with those you 
enjoy playing with. 
 
Some adults and juniors I work with have improved 
greatly because of the consistency of their lessons 
over the year. It is easier for you to develop your 
game even if it is in a group situation. Maintaining 
the skills you have learnt and practicing with others is 
a great way to build confidence and have fun whilst 
learning.  
 
It is possible that you may have some goals set for 
yourself on how you would like to spend the winter 
months.  Looking to improve your fitness, planning 
to play more matches, working on a new serve.   It is 
better to set some short term goals in the areas you 
want to work on. 
 
You will get more out of your tennis when you play 
better and although the process of learning can 
sometimes be frustrating when you are in the change 
phase, give yourself time and I look forward to 
seeing some of you over the winter . 
 
Bye,  

������
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UTC Year-End Bash 

 November 15th, Saturday 2008 
 
As in previous years, we are combining our AGM, Volunteers’ Night, Trophy Presentation and Year-end 
Social all into one big Year-End Party consisting of round-robin tennis, dinner and door prizes to take 
place at: 
 

Mayfair Parkway on Saturday, November 15th. 
 
The schedule for the event is: 
 
5:00-5:30  Registration for Round-Robin Tennis - first come, first serve 
5:30-6:30  Annual General Meeting and Appetizers  
6:30-8:00  Round Robin Tennis, Appetizers  
8:00-9:30  Dinner and Awards 
9:30- 11:00 Music, Round-Robin Tennis 
 
Cost is $25 per person. There is no charge for UTC volunteers and their guest. 
 
We expect this to be a very popular event. Whether you prefer to play tennis, eat/drink, or socialize (or all 
of the above), this is an event not to be missed.  
 
In order to reserve your spot, call or email one of the following (email is preferred):                                                                  
 
Sandra Edwards   905-946-1458 president@unionvilletennisclub.com 
Marg Esaw            905-477-7959 secretary@unionvilletennisclub.com 
Angel Vera            905-209-9214 social@unionvilletennisclub.com 
 
The deadline for reservations is October 30th but we repeat: it is first come, first serve. So 
don’t miss out on the event of the year. Anyone wishing to donate prizes should contact one of the above 
organizers. 

Space is limited so sign up today!!!
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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Unionville Tennis Club will be held on Saturday, November 15th at The Mayfair Parkway 
Racquet and Fitness Club, beginning at 5.30pm.  

Agenda 
1. Approval of the Minutes of the 2007 Annual General Meeting 

2. President’s Report – Sandra Edwards  

3. Clubhouse/Courts Report  

4. Membership Report 

5. Juniors Report 

6. Competitive Report 

7. Social Report 

8. Communications Report  

9. Treasurer’s Report – Alison Horne 

10. Election of Directors for 2008-2009 

11. Question Period  

12. Awards and Special Recognition  

Proposed Slate of Directors 2008-2009  
President:    SandraEdwards** 

Vice President:   David Spisak** 

Treasurer:    Alison Horne** 

Secretary:    Marg Esaw** 

Clubhouse/Courts Director:  David Spisak   

Recreational Director:   (Open) 

Competitive Director:   Raj Maraj 

Tournament Director:  (Open) 

Membership Director:   Cindia Chau-Boon 

Social Director:    (Open) 

Communications Director:  Kathy Rintoul  

Junior Development Director:  Open 

Winter Tennis Director  Mark Wakefield 

 
** The bylaws allow for alternative candidates to be nominated for these positions provided the nomination is received in 
writing no later than seven days prior to the meeting.  Nominations can be sent to Sandra Edwards, President at 
president@unionvilletennisclub.com.  Alternative candidates for all other positions may be nominated from the floor at the 
meeting.   

 


